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FOREWORD. 


This little book is published in connection with the 
observance of the centennial of Methodism in the First 
Ward of Syracuse. It is not asserted that it is one hundred 
years since there was a formal church organization; and it 
is unhappily true that the fathers were not careful to pre- 
serve written records. It is nevertheless confidently be- 
lieved that it is at least one hundred years, and very pos- 
sibly several years in excess of that number, since Meth- 
odist services were first held in this section. 

The writing of this sketch has been undertaken in the 
midst of many other pressing duties. It has not been easy 
to learn the desired facts; and there is no question but that 
after all endeavors it will yet prove true that many events 
of large and real interest and many persons richly deserving 
mention have been passed by unnoticed. To write all that 
was known and that was of interest was simply impossible. 
As a memorial of the work wrought by many noble men 
and women it is hoped it may be of some service. The 
pictures of former pastors have been gathered from points 
stretching from Brooklyn and from Plattsburg on Lake 
Champlain to distant Minneapolis. G. E. H. 

Syracuse, N. Y., 

May 1, 1907. 




















... rn grait... 


++ 


SUNDAY, MAY 26h. 


MORNING. 


Rev. H. S. SouTHaL.L, Pastor of 
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By Former Pastors and Members. 
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Patriotic ACCreSseS..........0.cscccseseesseetseeeeas 
Rev. D. R. LowE.t, D.D., Chap- 
lain U.S. Army; Rev. S. F. San- 
FORD, Pastor Centenary M. E. 
Church, Syracuse, N. Y. 


FRIDAY EVENING, MAY 3lst. 


Plattorm Meeting for Syracuse Methodists 
Rev. D. D. CaMPpBELL, D. D.. Pre- 
siding Elder Syracuse District 
presiding; addressed by Rev. F. 
T. KeENEY, D.D., Pastor First 
Church; Rev. J. C. B. Mover, 
Pastor West Genesee St. Church; 
Rev. L. H. PEArcE, D. D., Editor 
Northern Christian Advocate; 
Mr. GEorGE E. THORPE, Presi- 
dent Syracuse Methodist Union; 
DEAN JAMES B. BROOKS, 


SUNDAY, JUNE 27d. 
MORNING. 
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BisHop JOSEPH F. Berry, D.D., 
Buffalo, N. Y. 


At some time during this day in thischurch 
the Bishop will ordain as Deacon and as 
Elder Rev. A. N. Di Bartolo, Pastor of the 
Italian Methodist Church of Syracuse. 


EVENING. 
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Rev. O. A. HoucuTon, D.D., Pas- 
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The Chronological Record on the following eight pages, 
copied from the church record of the First Ward Church, 
was originally taken from the General Minutes. The author 
of this book supposes that the credit for this work is due to 
Rev. T. B. Shepherd, as in its original form it ends with 
his pastorate in 1868. 

The reader will notice that from 1800 to 1805 the name 
of more than one circuit appears each year. In which circuit 
Salina appointment belonged was evidently uncertain. The 
like fact is seen and the probable explanation is the same 
for the years 1818-1834. Why the compiler gave other 
names after Salina Station was organized in 1840 is not ap- 
parent, except in the years when either Syracuse and 
Salina, or Salina and Geddes, were united as one charge. 
It has yet seemed best to publish the list exactly as it was 
prepared. 
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INTRODUCTION, 


The history of One Hundred fruitful years is a record 
of which any church might be justly proud. 


The small beginning, the steady growth and advance- 
ment to a strong, influential organization, can not fail to be 
of interest to all lovers of the good. 


There is something most inspiring in the heroism, the 
self-sacrifices, the persistent, determined efforts, the strug- 
gles and conflicts, and the mighty faith which have always 
characterized the pioneer in any and every enterprise. The 
faithful preservation of this early history, the chronicling 
of these stirring events, is a duty we owe not only to the 
memory of those who were themselves the active partici- 
pants in them, but also to those who come after, that they 
might be moved to a like endeavor in the unselfish service 
rendered their day and generation. 


The study of Christian biography is especially needful 
in this rushing materialistic age. We need to take more 
time for thought, for the cultivation of the spiritual, and the 
fostering of ideals that stir the soul. The Christian ideal for 
which the Church stands must have the supreme place in 
our affections as it did with the fathers, The spirit of indif- 
ference and lethargy must be displaced by enthusiasm and 
life. Personal interest, self-sacrifice, courage, and a willing- 
ness to endure hardship, if necessary, must characterize the 
Church worker to-day. Conditions change, the method of 
procedure may be different; but vigorous workers are de- 
manded in every age, and, at no time, so much as the 
present. 

The spirit of the fathers must dominate their children. 
Church loyalty, zeal for the house of God, and the full en- 

















listment of all our powers, are absolute essentials to the 
highest spiritual life and the greatest possible efficiency. 

To familiarize ourselves with the history of these faith- 
ful toilers, who have been here before us; and to know 
something of their aspirations and struggles, and the diffi- 
culties with which they had to contend, and the glory of 
their achievements, will tend to create and foster in us a like 
spirit. We may only be in closest touch with our own in- 
tense age and thoroughly alive to all its great interests as 
we have absorbed into our spirits the contributions of the 
past. There is a continuity in all work for the uplifting of 
men. What is done at any period of the world’s history is 
related to the past and the future as well. There is a mutual 
interdependence of workers and also of events. One is in- 
complete without all the others. The loftiest visions are to 
be ours by looking backward as well as forward. We must 
sweep the entire circle of the heavens for our horizon; and, 
like God somewhat, there must be to us neither past, pres- 
ent, nor future, but only one eternal now. 

DAVID D. CAMPBELL. 
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I. 
THE BEGINNINGS. 
1800 (?) 1817. 


In the early history of Onondaga County by far the 
most populous and prosperous village was Salina. At a 
very early day it was noted for two things:—salt and 
wickedness. It could scarcely have been otherwise than 
that this place should have attracted the attention of the 
itinerant Methodist preachers who were going everywhere 
preaching the gospel. Methodist services began in Salina 
at some time during the first decade of the nineteenth cen- 
tury. It will be noted that the historical register printed in 
this volume begins its list of the circuits in which this terri- 
tory was included and of the preachers traveling these cir- 
cuits with 1800. There is internal evidence to show that 
this list was compiled as early as 1868, when men were 
living who could recall the beginning of the century. It is 
fair to suppose that in choosing the year 1800 for a begin- 
ning the compiler had reason to believe that Methodist 
preaching began at about that date. Yet it may have been a 
little later. In a volume entitled “Onondaga’s Centennial” 
the statement occurs that “it is believed that Rev. Charles 
Giles, of the old Genesee Conference, preached the first 
Methodist sermon at ‘Salt Point’ very early in the present 
century”—that is, the nineteenth century. Similar state- 
ments occur elsewhere. Mr. Giles was a prominent and 
widely known character, the general facts of whose life are 
well authenticated. He began preaching in 1805, so that, if 
the above statement is correct, the beginning at Salina could 
not have been earlier than that year. That, however, may 
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easily have been the date, for Mr. Giles at that time traveled 
from his early home in Brookfield, Madison County, to his 
first appointment on Seneca circuit in the vicinity of Lyons; 
and he may have stopped on his journey and preached that 
historic sermon. -After his first year, Mr. Giles’ appoint- 
ments for several years were in another direction, so that 
there is little probability of any real connection between his 
name and the origin of Methodism in Salina at any later 
date. 

A ray of light comes from another source. The Pres- 
byterians of this section have definite knowledge of their 
early history. The first Presbyterian sermon was in 1803, 
and a formal church organization followed in 1810. In the 
interval between these dates Clark’s “Onondaga” relates 
that “the Presbyterians attended divine worship with the 
Methodists and had occasional services of their own.” This 
is unequivocal testimony to the early date at which the 
Methodists were among the salt-boilers of old “Salt Point.” 

The endeavor to find when the first class was formed is 
a vain and fruitless search; but this last paragraph clearly 
shows that not only was there preaching, but that a class 
organization must have early existed. Who were those 
early Methodists? No one knows. Rev. Ebenezer Arnold, 
who was the first pastor of Salina Station in 1840 and who 
made out the first church record, endeavored to gain from 
the old class books and from individual statements a list of 
the members prior to that date, and has left upon the record 
the result of his efforts. Although he evidently felt that he 
had far less than the measure of success which he desired, 
still what he found and recorded is to-day of great interest. 
Opposite many of the names of this list there is no entry as 
to when they joined the society, and it is possible that some 
of these were members from the beginning. The names 
thus given without date of joining or not marked as having 
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joined by letter are: Ephraim C, Allen, Benjamin Barlow, 
Sophia Barlow, Aaron Barlow, Lydia Barlow, Caroline 
Bance, Luther Bibbins, Mary Bibbins, Emily Bibbins, Julia 
Bibbins, Theodore Bliss, Lucy Bliss, Sarah Barnard, Jane 
Barber, Jacob L. Briggs, Ann Balkley, Sylvester Clarke, 
Nancy Clark, John Campbell, P. C. Campbell, Lewis Corlin, 
Alden S. Crane, Harma Crane, Narcissa Crane, Giles Castle, 
Henry Duncan, Emily Duncan, Betsey Dear, Clarissa Dear, 
Reuben Dear, Abigail Eaton, William Ensworth, P. D. 
Elmer, Elizabeth Elmer, Henry Finn, Susanah Finn, Thos. 
Fisk, Weighty Fisk, Norris Felt, Emeline Felt, Rebecca 
Goss, Hannah Gilbert, H. V. C. Gilbert, John Goldfinch, 
Marinda Gumba, Phebe Goff, Martha Hill, Elizer Hunger- 
ford, Mrs. Halenbak, Bishop Hoyt, Catharine Hoyt, Geo. 
L. Heustin, Helen M. Heustin, Sylva Harroun, Jeremiah 
Ketcham, Mary Ketcham, Mary Lynds, Henry Millar, Betsy 
Melvin, Abigail Perkins, Aaron Parkhurst, Polly Rosier, 
Wm. Smith, Aurelia Squier, Reuben Stacy, Polly Sharp, 
Thomas Squiers, Caroline Simons, James Van Valkenburg, 
Ann Van Valkenburg, Peter Van Tassel, John West, Abra- 
ham West, Rebecca West, James West, Clarissa West, 
Cintha West, James S. West, Prudence West, Hever Wall- 
ing, Olive Walling, Henrietta Weist, Betsey Wyman, 
Amanda L. Wocdorth, Samantha Warren, Wm. Wheeler. 
If, however, we are left in complete uncertainty as to which 
of these names belonged to the original list of members 
or whether any of them were so included, we may feel very 
sure that those early members worshipped God in the primi- 
tive Methodist fashion; that class meetings and quarterly 
meetings and watch night services were well attended and 
counted a precious means of grace; and that fervent amens 
frequently were heard in the public service. 


One of the present members of the First Ward Church 
recalls a statement, made by a venerable minister many 
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years since, that prior to the erection of the church at Salina 
the services were held in a building on Wolf street. Very 
possibly some services were also held in the original school- 
house, which stocd in one corner of what is now Washing- 
ton Park. We have a record a little later of a church busi- 
ness meeting being so held in the schoolhouse. 


The conference relations of the circuits in which Salina 
was included were prior to 1810 with the Philadelphia Con- 
ference, which stretched away from Philadelphia northward 
with very uncertain boundaries. In 1810 the Genesee Con- 
ference was organized, including practically the territory 
which now constitutes the Genesee, Central New York, 
Northern New York and Wyoming Conferences and also a 
large section of Canada. 

Presiding elders’ districts then were as large as modern 
conferences, and the men who traveled them on horseback 
through the woods deserve a place among the world’s 
heroes. One district of those days required a ride of a 
thousand miles for each round. 

The circuits were each manned by several preachers, 
and were so large that it frequently took six weeks to go 
the round, although in many instances each preacher 
preached at least once every day. It would seem that in 
consequence of the number of preachers each preaching 
place usually had a minister’s services at least once in two 
weeks, albeit the services were often on a week day rather 
than on the Sabbath. Those circuit riders followed blazed 
trees through the wilderness, forded swollen streams, were 
victims of cold and hunger, found lodging hard to secure 
and often little worth; but they endured as seeing Him who 
is invisible, and wrought great work. 

Some of the presiding elders and circuit preachers of 
the first two decades of our history are among the historic 
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characters of Methodism. In 1801 on the Oneida and 
Cayuga circuit appears the name of Jacob Gruber, the 
Pennsylvania Dutchman in Quaker garb, who embraced the 
Methodist faith and was in consequence driven from his 
home only to fall in with a Methodist preacher and be per- 
suaded by him to join the itinerant ranks. Humorous and 
genial, at times sarcastic, apt in illustration, zealous in 
labors, he preached for over half a century with no consecu- 
tive break of four weeks and obtained a great name among 
the fathers. In 1810 and 1811 on Genesee District and in 
1814 on Chenango District is found William Case, the friend 
of Bishop Elijah Hedding and the man who did so much for 
Canadian Methodism. Gideon Draper’s name is there—a 
name which has been perpetuated among his descendants, 
one of whom bearing the historic appellation is now among 
our missionary forces in Japan. Anning Owen is on Cayuga 
Circuit in 1810. Owen’s conversion dates from his remark- 
able escape from death at the time of the Wyoming mas- 
sacre in 1778. His first business was that of a blacksmith, 
but his abounding Christian zeal soon forced him out to 
held religious meetings and ultimately brought him into 
the ministry. Earnest, devoted, exceedingly successful, he 
gave his life for his work and sleeps in a little cemetery near 
Ithaca, where he died in 1814. James Kelsey, Loring Grant, 
George W. Densmore,—one would fain linger on the names 
of each of these mighty men of God. If the names of some 
of the others are less well known, there is no reason to sup- 
pose they were less faithful, devoted or successful servants 
of Jesus ‘Christ. 




















I. 
THE PERIOD OF THE OLD WHITE CHURCH. 
1818-1864. 


The original church building of Salina Methodists. 
stood upon the site on Bear street still occupied by the 
present church, An entry upon the historical record of the 
First Ward Church, made in connection with the building 
of the present church in 1864, states that the old church 
was built in 1818: Whether the writer of this statement 
had any written records to prove his position is uncertain; 
yet in 1864 there must have been many persons who could 
easily remember back to 1818 and who were competent to 
give testimony. It yet seems evident that the poverty of 
the early Methodists in this section was very great and 
that it was several years before this plain building, 30x45 
feet, was brought to completion. B. C. Ross, himself now 
an aged member of the church, has in his possession a paper 
containing a statement made to him by a much more aged 
resident of the First Ward, a Mr. Hill, that he came to 
Salina in 1824, and that at that time the frame-work of the | 
church was up; meetings were held at Mother Culver’s. It 
is possible that 1829, the date given by some local histories 
for the erection of the church, was the time when it was 
finally brought to completion. The original seats were 
simply planks laid upon supports. Fancy one of our mod- 
ern ease-loving congregations sitting upon such seats! A 
single room occupied the entire space. As originally built, 
the pulpit was in the front end of the building, with seats 
facing toward the doors. No one then had to turn in the 


seat to get a good view of the unfortunate late-comer! No 
one then could easily slide into a back seat unobserved! 
By what title the church building was held from its 
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erection until 1848 is to the present writer an unsolved 
mystery. There was no incorporation until 1821. The 
record of that incorporation, taken from the County Clerk’s 
office, is here given entire: 

“At a meeting of the members of the ‘First Methodist 
Episcopal Church,’ convened at Salina, having been legally 
notified, May 19th, 1821. It was unanimously voted that 
Frederick Sammons should be chairman and Hiram Whedon 
clerk to preside at the said meeting or election to receive 
the votes of the electors, etc. We, the undersigned, Inspect- 
ors of said election, do certify that Samuel Tracy, Sylvester 
D. Nobles and Samuel Bibin were unanimously chosen trus- 
tees of the ‘First Methodist Episcopal Church in the town 
of Salina,’ to transact the business of said church. Given 
under our hands and seal this 19th day of May in the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-one. 

“HIRAM WHEDON (L. S&S.) 
“FREDERICK SAMMONS, (L. S8.).” 


[Followed by acknowledgment. ] 


It would seem, however, that this organization was per- 
mitted to lapse, for a little later on the records of the County 
Clerk’s office appears the following: 

“At a meeting of the members of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church in the Village of Salina, held at the school- 
house in said village pursuant to public notice on the 3ist 
day of January, 1831, Aaron Barlow and Samuel B. Noble 
were appointed to preside. Resolved that this Church be 
distinguished as the First Methodist Episcopal Church in. 
the village of Salina. Resolved that we elect seven 
Trustees to manage the affairs of said Church, whereupon 
the following persons were duly elected, viz., Aaron Barlow, 
James Davidson, Ebenezer L. Tucker, first class; Samuel 
B. Noble, Benjamin Barlow, second class; John West, 
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Norris Felt, third class. We hereby certify that the above 
is a true copy of the proceedings of said meeting. 

“S. B. NOBLE (L. S&S.) 

“AARON BARLOW (L. S.).” 


[Followed by acknowledgment. ] 


The records of the trustees begin with this second date, 
and are continued until the present. It may also be noted 
that, while after Salina was incorporated with Syracuse the 
church came to be called Syracuse, Second Church, and 
later by its present name of Syracuse, First Ward, the legal 
title has never been changed and within very recent years 
legal papers have passed in the name of the First Methodist 
Episcopal Church in the village of Salina. 


Returning to the matter of title, it is not so remarkable 
that there should have been some uncertainty before there 
was an incorporation, or during the lapse between the first 
and second incorporations; but that this should have con- 
tinued after the second and permanent incorporation seems 
to us of to-day passing strange. Yet so late as December 
1, 1841, the first proceedings appear to have been taken to 
secure title to the ground upon which the meeting-house 
stood. Still the matter was permitted to drift along for 
several years; and it was not until 1848 that a piece of 
ground with seven rods front on Bear street and twelve 
rods deep was purchased for $250. Even then the deed was 
given to William F. Gere; but in 1850 it was made over to 
the church. 

For the first few years after the erection of a church we 
are as uncertain as to the membership as in the earliest 
period. Some of the preachers are yet well known. George 
Harmon’s name appears on Marcellus circuit in 1820. He 
had served this territory as presiding elder in 1815-1817, and 
served it again in 1828. He lived to the ripe age of ninety-- 
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seven, dying at his home at Camillus in 1878, after having 
been for many years the patriarch of his conference, The 
writer well remembers hearing Father Harmon relate the 
story of his early battles with Calvinism. He was a mighty 
defender of the Methodist faith. The junior preacher on 
Marcellus circuit in 1822 was Nathaniel Salisbury. Twenty- 
five years later he was presiding elder on Syracuse District. 
Black River Conference never furnished many men that 
were his superiors. At several different dates as presiding 
elder, and on Marcellus circuit in 1829, there is found George 
Gary. Quiet, modest, unobtrusive, he was yet a man of 
such power that the bishops of the church thought he would 
have been a worthy accession to their number. He had the 
unique distinction of being the youngest man ever admitted 
to an annual conference; for he was but a few months past 
fifteen when received into the New England Conference in 
1809. In his later years he performed great service for the 
church in connection with the famous Oregon Mission. On 
Marcellus circuit in 1830 was Isaac Puffer, a great preacher 
on great topics, who seemed to have the entire Bible at his 
command and who always gave the place of his quotations, 
so that he was known as “chapter and verse Puffer.” In 
1834 Luke Hitchcock, later for many years the agent of the 
Western Book Concern, was on Marcellus circuit. The 
same year on Manlius Square circuit the preacher was 
Royal Houghton, a man who himself did splendid work for 
God and who furnished two sons for the Methodist min- 
istry, one of them having been pastor of the First Ward 
Church. The sweet singer of the Black River Israel, Moses 


Lyon, was on North Manlius circuit in 1836. 

The conference relation of Salina was changed from 
Genesee to Oneida at the formation of the latter in 1829; 
again to Black River when that was brought into existence 
in 1836; and still later it became, in 1869, a part of the newly 
organized Central New York Conference. 
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There still lives in a neighboring village an aged lady 
who well recalls coming in from Fayetteville to Salina on 
horseback through the woods to attend quarterly meeting. 
This was about 1830, when the famous John Dempster was 
presiding elder. At this time the love feast worshippers 
were admitted by ticket only and none could enter after the: 
service began. Those quarterly meetings when Methodists 
gathered from every part of a great circuit and when it was 
said that hosts were expected to number their guests by the 
number of planks in the floor,—would that we might see 
their like again! 

Yet the fathers were not in every respect so much 
superior to the people of to-day. The first entry upon the 
trustees’ book of Salina church, aside from the statement 
of the annual elections, was in 1835, and states that “18 
center slips in the Methodist Chapell were sold on the 28th 
day March inst. for one year from the first day of April.” 
In April six wall slips on each side were sold in like manner. 
In these degenerate days, as some people love to call them, 
we are vastly nearer the ideal of free seats. 

In 1840 Ezra Squier, then a young man holding a local 
preacher’s license, acted for a few months as pastor in 
Salina.* Full of burning zeal for God, yet feeble in body, 
he ran for a few years a great career and then at the early 
age of thirty-four went to his heavenly home. One who 
knew him says that when preaching Brother Squier seemed 
to forget he had a body. Here, as elsewhere, his pastorate 
was marked by a notable revival of religion. One of the 
converts of that revival still survies and is a member of the 


*In 1846 the minutes link Salina and Geddes together, with 
Chartes Giles and Hzra Squier as the preachers. Apparently, how- 
ever, there was a division of the work, so that Brother Giles looked 
after Salina and Brother Squier, Geddes. It would thus appear that 
despite this record in the minutes Brother Squier’s work at Salina 
was solely at the earlier date given above. 
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First Ward Church, although her membership has not been 
continuous. This is Mrs. Samantha Spencer. So great was 
the impetus given to the work that a petition was sent to 
the Black River Ccnference of that year asking that Salina 
church might be separated from the circuit and given its 
own pastor. This petition was granted, Salina station was 
organized and Ebenezer Arnold became the first regular 
pastor. Ebenezer Arnold was a unique but withal a mighty 
character. Pastor, educator, temperance worker, mission- 
ary among the Indians, author,—these are some cf his 
varied occupations. He was a profound theologian. His 
greatest work as an author—a work on Eschatology—was 
never published, but it was said to have been worthy of 
a place in every pastor’s study and in every Christian home. 
Twenty religious societies in the Central New York and 
Northern New York Conferences were begun by this splen- 
did organizer. His name is associated with the history of 
at least three Methodist churches in Syracuse. In 1866 he 
became the founder of Centenary. About 1877 he began 
the work at Rose Hill, which unfortunately did not prove 
a success and after a time was abandoned. 


From this date—1840—we have constant records of the 
church membership and usually of the church officers. 
Sixty names appear on the first list of members. At the 
risk of wearying some readers we transcribe the names: 
Thomas Adkins, Rosannah Adkins, Ephraim C. Allen, Isaac 
A. Anderson, Benjamin Barlow, Sophia Barlow, Theodore 
Bliss, Lucy Bliss, Sarah Barnard, Jane Barber, Alden S. 
Crane, Harma Crane, Narcissa Crane, Sylvester Clark, 
Nancy Clark, John Campbell, Percis C. Campbell, Lewis 
Corban, Henry Duncan, Emily Duncan, Betsey Dear, 
Phylander D. Elmer, Wm. Ensworth, M. D., Henry Finn, 
Susannah Finn, Hannah Gilbert, John Goldfinch, Martha 
Hill, Eleazer Hungerford, Mrs. Halenbak, Jeremiah 
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Ketcham, Mary Ketcham, Mehitable Masten, Ann McFar- 
lin, Jonathan Peck, Abigail Peck, Robert Patterson, Lucy 
A. Patterson, James Patterson, Laura Philips, Betsey Rich- 
mond, Sally Remour, Matilda Smith, Lydia M. Stevens, 
Catkerine Tibbetts, Truman Van Tassel, L. E., Jerusha Van 
Tassel, Moses VerValin, Eliza Ann VerValin, James Van 
Valkenburgh, Ann Van Valkenburgh, Abraham West, Re- 
becca West, James West, Clarissa West, Cinthia West, 
Polly M. Wellman, Wealthy Williams, Samantha Wheeler, 
James S. West. 

Twenty-four names appear on the original list as pro- 
bationers. 

September 14, 1840, the first “Official List” is given as 
fellows: Truman Van Tassel, local elder; Benjamin Bar- 
low, exhorter; Moses VerValin (recording steward), Thos. 
Adkins, Alden S. Crane, James Van Valkenburgh, stewards; 
James West, Theodore Bliss, Thomas Adkins, Phylander 
D, Elmer, Martin G. Adkins, leaders. 

On this list it may be remarked that Truman Van Tas- 
sel had been in the itinerant ministry, and indeed his name 
is recorded on the North Manlius circuit in 1838. Rela- 
tives of James West are in the First Ward Sunday school 
to-day. A daughter of James Van Valkenburgh, now 80 
years of age, lived until very recently on Bear street di- 
rectly opposite the church and is now an inmate of the Old 
Ladies’ Home of Syracuse. Not until a much later date 
were trustees recognized as members of the official board. 

Only one year did Ebenezer Arnold remain in Salina. 
In 1841 Salina was joined with the First Church of Syra- 
cuse and the appointment was, “Syracuse and Salina, Gard- 
ner Baker, one to be supplied.” Pleasant as it might be 
to claim some connection with the honored name of Gardner 


*Brother Murdock is the only pastor since Salina station was 
organized whose picture has not been secured for this volume. 
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Baker, the connection with him and the First Church seems 
to have been more nominal than real, for the name of the 
supply, I. N. Murdock,* appears on the local church record 
as the stationed preacher. This brother seems to have re- 
tired from the ministry shortly after his Salina pastorate 
and the writer knows nothing of his career, 


In 1842 and 1843 Charles L. Dunning was stationed at 
Salina. Brother Dunning came to prominence in his con- 
ference and was a man greatly beloved and very useful. In 
the minutes of 1843 Salina is credited with $4.12 for the 
“fifth collection,” as the offering for the superannuates was 
then called—the first reported offering for benevolence. In 
1844 the preacher is Philo S. Bennett. Brother Bennett 
later went to Wisconsin, where he had a distinguished career 
as pastor, presiding elder and author of a history of Meth- 
odism in Wisconsin. This year nine dollars was reported 
for missions. 

In 1845, with Geddes and Salina united and in 1846 the 
same, though a junior preacher did the work at Geddes, 
Charles Giles is the stationed preacher. This name de- 
serves more than a passing mention. We have already 
alluded to the tradition that he preached the first Methodist 
sermon at Salt Point. In 1818-1821 he was the presiding 
elder of Chenango District, in which this territory was in- 
cluded. In 1833 he was on Manlius Square circuit. Two 
years, as indicated, he served the Salina church as pastor. 
After his superannuation he lived for many years in the 
First Ward of Syracuse, Dying here in 1867, at the ripe 
age of eighty-four, his body lies in the old First Ward ceme- 
tery, waiting the resurrection of the just. Charles Giles was 
no ordinary man. His parents were of the earliest Method- 
ists of Central New York. His own conversion was re- 
markable. His preaching was that of a Boanerges. Not 
blessed with early scholastic advantages, he yet was a dili- 











50 GENTENNIAL OF METHODISM 


gent student, and became the author of two poetical books 
and one prose volume. One poem is entitled “The Triumph 
of Truth” and is a philosophical production. The other 
poem is “The Rumsellers’ Convention”—a most shrewd and 
cutting piece of sarcasm. His prose volurne is “Pioneer,” 
and is the graphic record of his own life down to about the 
year 1840. The First Ward Church honored itself when 
at the remodeling in 1887 a memorial window for Charles 
Giles was placed in the front of the church building. 

In 1845, for the first time, the minutes contain the re- 
port of salaries ;—the pastor at Salina received $348. 

Again in 1847, and for the last time, Salina was asso- 
ciated with Geddes; the pastor was Alvin Robbins. In 1851 
Brother Robbins was transferred to the Troy Conference, 
where he preached until about 1870. He served many of 
the hard and difficult charges, yet always did royal work 
for the Master. He died in Michigan in 1874. A son born 
during this pastorate and now resident in Michigan fur- 
nishes this statement concerning the financial relation of 
Brother Robbins to “Salina Station”: 

Allowance :— 


Quarterabe: .nccscpcscuanseceanan $216.00 
ABIG- EXPENSES scc.gc6 pees ais. ct0.8 80.00 
Traveling expenses ............. 10.00 
HOusé Feit... speci nsseeiaiaasss 52.00 

$358.00 


Donation at the house of Mr. Van 
Valkenburgh, January 6 and 7, 


1848 :-— 
Received, Ist day............... $130.72 
OA MAS cus sAa sins edges wegen: 34.17 





$164.89 





Whole amount received for year.. $398.87 
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This brother’s average yearly receipts during his min- 
istry were $290.2214. 

In 1848 and 1849 Benjamin Phillips was the preacher. 
At the earlier date of 1829 his name appears on Marcellus 
circuit. December 14, 1847, the city of Syracuse had been 
incorporated and Salina had become its First Ward. In 
September, 1848, we find the trustees of the Salina church 
sending a committee to confer with the official board of the 
First Church of Syracuse concerning a change of name; but 
no known action was taken. In 1849 the interior of the 
church was greatly changed; the pulpit was moved to the 
rear of the church, the seats were turned about and on 
either side of the pulpit were placed pews with seats on 
three sides. These were considered the choicest sittings 
in the church. Either at this time or before, the other 
seats became pews with doors. 

Brother Phillips evidently labored under the disad- 
vantage of sickness, as we find these entries on the church 
record: 

“Salina Station, July 28, 1848.—Benj. Phillips com- 
menced labour on this charge July 23rd, 1848. Pleasant 
day. Health poor. Subject of fever ague.” 

“Salina Station, July lst, 1849.—B. Phillips com- 
menced his second year in this charge on the first Sabbath 
in July, being the first day of the month, 1849. Health not 
very good. More or less Ague and fever Symptoms.” 

The home of Brother Phillips was on Park street, just 
below the Presbyterian Church. Here, on February 4, 1849, 
his wife passed to the better country—the first recorded 
death in the families of the ministers of Salina Station. 
Later Brother Phillips boarded with Brothers Edwin Brown 
and Elmore Morse, and just prior to his removal he was, 
in June, 1850, remarried. 


In 1850 and 1851 I. Turney was pastor. For forty 
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years he was a faithful minister of Christ until he was sud- 
denly stricken with paralysis in the pulpit at Constantia in 
February, 1880, and in a few days went to his long home. 
During his pastorate a great revival occurred, in which he 
was assisted by Messrs. Purdy and Redfield, two widely 
known evangelists of that day. 

Merritt M, Rice was pastor in 1852 and the charge was 
Syracuse, Second Church, possibly as the result of the 
negotiations with the First Church just mentioned. The 
home of Brother Rice had been at Camden and his first 
license to preach had been signed by the sainted Ezra 
Squier. This was his first appointment. Nearly fifty years 
later he passed away with as great suddenness as did his 
predecessor. He had preached on Sunday; on Monday 
morning he was ill, and on Wednesday he was not, for 
God had taken him. The most interesting item connected 
with the period of Brother Rice’s pastorate is that on July 
19, 1852, the trustees passed the remarkable resolution to 
give the Unitarian Society the use of the church for one 
service each Sabbath. One week sufficed, however, to 
strengthen any wavering of their orthodoxy; for on July 
26 they resolved that they could not conscientiously permit 
this use by the Unitarians longer than the following Sab- 
bath! 

In 1853 and 1854 B. I, Diefendorf, one of the most 
scholarly men of those days and for many years a prominent 
educator, was the stationed pastor. His pastorate was 
marked by the erection in 1854 of the parsonage. It is said 
that at the time of its erection it was considered the finest 


parsonage in the Black River Conference. The plans were 
made by William Barnes. The building stood almost un- 
changed in outward form until 1905. With the minor 
changes made from time to time and the radical improve- 
ment in 1905, the old First Ward parsonage is even to-day 
a home of great comfort for a Methodist preacher. 



















































































































































































































































































G. E, HUTCHINGS 
Pastor 1904 
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Death invaded this pastor’s home and claimed a daugh- 
ter near the beginning of his work here; while before his 
departure the new parsonage had the honor of seeing the 
birth of its first baby, now the wife of a minister and resi- 
dent in Brooklyn. 

Among those who came into the membership of the 
church during Brother Diefendorf’s pastorate is found the 
name of Mrs. Caroline Denick. She has been continuously 
a member to this day, and, while not the oldest member of 
the present church in years, she is much the oldest in con- 
tinuous membership. 

In 1855 the reported benevolences showed a missionary 
offering of $4.90; Bible cause, $11.50; Sunday School Union, 
$3.00; superannuates, $4.00. The conference minutes con- 
tain a detailed missionary report, but for this church only 
one name is given; George H. Lawrence gave 50 cents, 
while the remaining $4.40 is marked as “collection.” 

Items of special interest that should be recorded here 
are lacking concerning the pastorate of D. Simons in 1855 
and 1856. Concerning Brother Simons himself we quote 
from his obituary in the Northern New York Conference 
Minutes of 1894: “Brother Simons was a strict disciplina- 
rian and ardently loved Methcdism and all the work of the 
itinerant minister. He preached our doctrines with great 
energy and delighted in revival work. He led many to 
Christ and many into the higher Christian life. He was a 
man of one work, never turning aside for a day from the 
great business of faithful ministerial toil.” 

In 1857 and 1858 O. C. Cole was pastor; in the latter 
year the charge assumed its present name of Syracuse, First 
Ward. Just as the church was passing from the pastorate 
of Brother Simens to that of Brother Cole steps were taken 
to secure the first musical instrument, a melodeon. One 
proposition was that the melodeon be bought and owned by 
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a stock company! This proposition happily was not car- 
ried out, yet in some way the instrument came. It may be 
interesting to note the way in which the pastor’s salary was 
estimated June 20, 1857: 





BGC) « csexa apesaciiia eens. percet $. 40.00 
Table te penses 5. .1.063-iia20n0s 188.00 
Quarterly claims ................ 272.00 

$500.00 


This pastor saw in the parsonage his daughter married, 
and a year later saw her funeral, leaving a small babe. The 
bridegroom was the Rev. B. T. Vincent, and the babe Leon 
H. Vincent, the now noted lecturer. 

So marked was the friendship between Brother Cole 
and the First Ward Presbyterian Church that ere his de- 
parture a large company of its people, headed by Hon. 
Thomas G, Alvord, surprised him and presented him with a 
purse of $100 in gold. 

Mrs. Cole was a great aid in her husband’s work, In 
one of her letters is this passage: “Oh, I feel I could go 
from house to house inviting all to Christ, did I know I 
could do gocd. But wisdom as well as zeal is necessary that 
the results desired be realized.” 

Brother Cole was himself a man of culture and ability 
and his daughter, Mrs. Della C. Geggie, is to-day one of 
the great national workers in the interests of the Woman’s 
Home Missionary Society, 

It is sufficient praise for the pastorate of D. Chidester— 
the man who was both preacher, doctor and dentist—in 
1859 and 1860, to say that at this time Thomas Redhead and 
wife were converted and came into the church. If no others 
had been reached and no other work done, this alone was 
well worth the two years’ effort. 
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During several of these years the Episcopalians seem to 
have been permitted to use the church for their services. 

H. M, Church was stationed at the First Ward in 1861 
and 1862. Despite the fact that these were the days of the 
opening of the fearful Civil War, the desperate condition of 
the old church building began to press upon the people. 
The old building was examined to see if repairs were pos- 
sible, and at one time a subscription was authorized for the 
building of a new church. Yet nothing apparently came 
of the agitation at that time. Brother Church still lives in 
Michigan, and is the oldest surviving pastor. 

Silas Ball was pastor in 1863. He and Brother Church 
share the honor of being the surviving pastors who officiated 
in the original church. Under him a subscription of $6000 
was raised for a new church, but the work passed to his 
successor before the building was erected. 

I. A. Graves was pastor in 1864 and 1865 and was the 
man who was so happy as to see the old church give way 
to what then seemed an exceedingly commodious building. 
Before, however, we enter upon this narrative, let us pause 
a moment to look at some of the men who came to promi- 
nence in the church in the days of that same old building. 

Robert Patterson’s name was on the list of members 
when Salina Station was organized in 1840. As class leader, 
as trustee and steward, as financial supporter, he was for 
many years a tower of strength. Many a minister found 
the prophet’s chamber in his house. Serving as well in the 
humble capacity, we find him acting at one time as sexton 
of the church on the munificent salary of $24 per year. 
Later in life he was a trustee of the camp meeting of Syra- 
cuse District and the presiding elder’s royal supporter. His 
latest days were spent in the fellowship of the Centenary 
Church. He died in 1880. 

William F. Gere was a probationer in 1840. He was 








62 CENTENNIAL OF METHODISM 


related to the many other persons of that name in Syracuse 
and vicinity and had the business shrewdness which has 
characterized the family. He was a marked man in his 
service for the church. The writer has come to know some- 
thing of Brother Gere’s letters to his friends when he first 
moved into this vicinity. One of the first things mentioned 
is that he had been to church, and the constant theme there- 
after is that he had attended some service. Nothing could 
show clearer what was placed first in his mind. 

No one could look into the face of William Barnes and 
fail to recognize the strength of that noble Christian man. 
There is no man of the former days to whom more frequent 
or more affectionate reference is made by the older people 
of the church of to-day than to Brother Barnes. He was 
Sunday school superintendent when that institution was 
weak and struggling. He was also a veteran class leader. 
His whole life showed that he was ready for every good 
word and work in the service of God. 

George H. Lawrence became class leader as early as 
1848 and remained in this office until his death in 1901, 
Living three miles in the country, he was rarely absent 
from his place. His shouts and sweet songs of praise were 
the inspiration of every service. Blessed servant of God, 
how many a fainting pilgrim was aided by him on the jour- 
ney to the celestial city! 

Myron H. Jacobs, well known to Methodists in all this 
section as local preacher and Christian worker, was for 
many years a member and worker in the First Ward Church. 

George W. Huntley richly deserves mention. He came 
to be not only the choice friend of his pastor, but also of his 
presiding elder, and was a tower of strength. Dying a 
little later than the period of which we have been writing 
while only in middle life, the class whose leadership he had 
long and well maintained passed to the care of his devoted 
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wife. She survived him for many years, only passing to 
her reward during the present pastorate. 

Francis McChesney, a convert under the labors of 
Charles G. Finney, served the church for fifty years, acting 
as steward, trustee and class leader, and then departed to 
the heavenly mansions. 

Many others there were who no doubt deserve mention, 
but from lack of information and space the mention cannot 
be given. Their names are yet written in the Lamb’s book 
of life. 








Ill. 
THE PERIOD OF THE BRICK CHURCH. 
1867-1907. 


Concerning the erection of this edifice the writer feels 
he cannot do better than to transcribe from the historical 
record of the church the entry presumably made by the 
Rev. I. A. Graves soon after the dedication: 

“The old church which was removed for the present 
one was a small wooden building, 30x45, erected in 1818, 
and at the time of its removal was a miserable old house 
(if it could be called a house) and ought to have been re- 
moved many years before for the good of Methodism and 
the cause of God. The enterprise of building a new house 
has been often tried and as often abandoned. On April 
30th, 1864 (the commencement of the conference year), a 
council of the church was called and after consultation it 
was decided that one of two things must be done: either 
abandon the charge or build a new house. Committees 
were appointed to raise funds and report. After a thorough 
trial in canvassing the entire city the pastor reported about 
$6,500 on subscription.* The trustees thereupon resolved to 
build a house not to cost over $8,000. The job was let June, 
1864, to Mr. A. L. Mason for the sum of $8,100, but changes 
were subsequently made which made the entire expense, 
including furnishing, about $11,000. The house was com- 
pleted and dedicated July 14th, 1865, by Bishop Simspon. 
At the dedication about two thousand dollars was pledged 
to liquidate the church debt. All was done during our ter- 





*DThis statement should evidently be taken in the light of the 
statement concerning the subscription raised the previous year by 
Brother Ball, which he turned over to his successor. The writer 
has this directly from Brother Ball’s own lips. 




































































WOMAN'S HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


Standing—Mrs, Purdy, Miss L, Howe, Mrs, Holstock, Mrs, H, Harsh, Mrs. Diefendorf. Sitting—Mrs, A, Haner, Mrs. H ,Hamlin, Mrs, Gc. A 
Norton, Mrs. J. H. Benedict, > : 
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Belle Dicks, Mrs. G, E. Hutchings, Mrs. ©. Ackler, Second row, standing—Mrs. A. A. Gifford, Mrs, G. Alexander, Mrs. W, L. Mather, Mrs. 
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ting—Mrs, L, A. Baldwin, Mrs. Charles Lawton, Mrs, J, R, Graham, Mrs. J. E. Peck, Mrs, @, A, Richards, Mrs. Mary Clark, Mrs, W. H. 


Gregory, Mrs A, R, Bowering with Miss Estelle Maguire, Mrs, C. Denick, Lower row, sitting—Mrs, Swarts, Mrs. T, F. Ball, Miss Effa 
Lawton, Mrs, J, E. Jones, 
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York conference from a spring to a fall conference my sec- 
ond ecclesiastical year was only six months long. During 
the one winter that I was pastor we had a most gracious 
revival. It was a genuine revival that came out of Zion, 
with no evangelist but the young and inexperienced pastor, 
and no helpers but the live members of the church that 
prevailed with God in prayer. The most marked conver- 
sion in that revival was that of Milton Spencer, then sixty 
years of age, who said in his public confession that there 
was no sin known to the decalogue that he had not been 
guilty of, murder excepted. This showed how deeply and 
powerfully he was awakened. The most gracious thing 
about that revival was the dear young people, lovely and 
fragrant in memory still, who gave their hearts and lives to 
God. Some of them are still members of the church. An 
epidemic of small pox obliged the authorities to order our 
meeting closed when they were apparently at their height 
of interest. 

One incident indelibly impressed upon my memory was 
the death of Kate Hennings, a beautiful young lady of most 
amiable disposition and symmetrical Christian character, a 
teacher in the public school. She died in the West while 
on a visit to friends on August 25, 1872, Her funeral was 
held in our church August 29. How deeply and universally 
she was mourned, and the profound impression that her 
untimely death made upon us all will be recalled by many 
now living. 

Principal E. M. Wheeler was the efficient and accept- 
able local preacher. All loved to hear him preach, 

Brothers Huntley, Redhead, Lawrence, Ross, Mc- 
Chesney, Wright, Morse, Campbell, Adams, O’Blenis and 
Eastwood were the official men to whom the pastor did not 
turn in vain for sympathy and help. How much more I 
could write if space allowed! How many of those who 
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wrought with us have long since entered into eternal rest.” 


A three years’ pastorate was seen again when Martin 
Wheeler served this charge in 1872-73-74. A diligent and 
faithful worker here as elsewhere, his work was crowned 
with success.* Seventy-three entries appear opposite his 
name in the probationers’ list. 

J. B. Foote was assigned to the First Ward in 1875 and 
1876, Then as now he was one of the most earnest advo- 
cates of Christian holiness we have ever known. It was 
during his pastorate that Amanda Smith came to the church 
and held one of the greatest series of revival meetings the 
church ever witnessed. From February 24, 1877, to March 
16 of the same year revival meetings were conducted by the 
Auburn Praying Band. There were over one hundred 
seekers of religion. It was at this same time that under the 
inspiration of the Frost and McKelvey meetings four hun- 
dred and fifty persons signed the temperance pledge and a 
temperance union was formed with rooms on Wolf street. 

The reference to the Auburn Praying Band leads to the 
remark that the First Ward Church furnished one of the 
very best men that Band knew in all its years of blessed 
gospel work. This was B.C. Ross. Clear in thought, reso- 
lute in action, with quick discernment as to the best methods 
of reaching men and with thorough consecration to God, he 
was very efficient in Christian work. For forty-five years 
a member of this church and a Methodist and Christian for 
many years previous, he still tarries among us in an old age 
remarkable for vigor and intelligence and Christian interest. 
Late may he return to heaven! Nor would one be justified 
who failed to tell of the Christian zeal of Mrs. Ross, which 


*Jt interests the writer, and it may others, also, to know that 
Martin Wheeler was pastor at Seneca Fails when William Allen, so 
long now a faithful worker in the First Ward Church, was con- 
verted. 
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could allow no soul to escape from her presence without a 
word for her Master, which found expression as well in acts 
of kindness to all whom she could reach. Like Mary of old 
she did what she could; and her beautiful life will long be 
remembered by all who knew her. 

Nor, indeed, can one omit to mention the devoted but 
eccentric mother of Mrs. Ross, Mrs. Hannah Gumaer. Keen 
as a brier, but altogether reckless of conventionalities, her 
zeal and peculiarities gave her a wide acquaintance. One of 
the pastors who came to the First Ward Church in early 
manhood—a man who still lives and whose pardon we beg 
for relating this incident, says that Mother Gumaer was 
wont to pray for him and say, “O Lord, bless our stripling 
preacher”; but the wife of the preacher declares that the 
prayer was “O Lord, bless our sapling preacher!” 

The preacher assigned to the First Ward for 1877-1878- 
1879 was T. F. Clark, Things always move in some way 
where T. F. Clark is pastor; and the First Ward was no 
exception to the rule. Friends and foes abounded on every 
hand. His ways, however sensational some may call them, 
attracted to the church a full congregation, and the acces- 
sions to the church were numerous. For the first time after 
the church became a distinct station the membership passed 
the 200 mark. During his pastorate he made two trips 
abroad and laid the foundation for those lectures on foreign 
travel for which he has since become so justly famous. 

William Jones was the pastor in 1880. Studious and 
methodical, a preacher who could be relied upon at each 
service to measure up to his full standard of excellence, he 
must have been a very great contrast to his striking prede- 
cessor, and it is not altogether strange that his pastorate 
terminated at the end of a single year. 

Loren Eastwood was pastor in 1881-1882-1883. One of 
the marked features of this pastorate was that all debts, 
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some of which had been running since the dedication of the 
church in 1865, were paid; and a grand consequent jubilee 
was held October 22, 1883. It was like the faithful and 
patient work of Loren Eastwood that this should thus have 
been wrought. At least two beautiful churches within the 
Central New York Conference stand as mementoes of his 
zeal for the material interests of Christ’s kingdom. 

September 28, 1883, the First Ward Auxiliary of the 
Woman’s Foreign Misionary Society, destined to become 
an organization of great moment in the church, was insti- 
tuted by Miss A. F. Noble. The first officers were: Presi- 
dent, Mrs. J. Peck; vice-presidents, Mrs. Miller, Mrs. Greg- 
ory, Mrs, A. McChesney, Mrs. Parker and Mrs. C. Nutting; 
recording secretary, Kittie Williams; corresponding secre- 
tary, Mrs. W. G. Richards; treasurer, Mrs. Hubbs; agent 
fer Heathen Woman’s Friend, Mrs. Britton; collectors, Eva 
Gannet and Birdella Brown. The first report in the con- 
ference minutes is in 1884, when $29 is credited to the First 
Ward for the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society. 

The only instance in the history of the church as a sep- 
arate station when a pastor returned for a second pastorate: 
was when Wesley Mason came again in 1884 and 1885. 
This appointment came at the request of the church and 
was evidently happy. Many of those who had aided Brother 
Mascon in his previous pastorate were still in the church and 
a goodly number were added. Yet the shadows fell on the 
parsonage during the second year, when the pastor’s daugh- 
ter was called to her heavenly home. The tender sympathy 
of the people shown on that occasion greatly strengthened 
the bonds of friendship already existing. 

In 1886 and for three following years the pastor as- 
signed was Benjamin Shove. It proved to be the closing 
scene in the active work of a long and successful ministry. 
Accustomed for many previous years to larger churches 
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than the First Ward, Brother Shove was exceedingly anx- 
ious to bring this church up to a higher ranx. Just at the 
close of his first year, September 26, 1887, a decision was 
reached to reseat, enlarge and fresco the church. B. C. 
Ross, W. D. Borst and A. H. Hubbs were the committee in 
charge of this work. The cost of the work was about $3800 
and the work was evidently pushed rapidly forward, as we 
find the church was ready for reopening January 19, 1888. 
Before this time there had been a single entrance in the 
center of the church; but this was now changed to two 
entrances in corners newly erected for the purpose. The 
closing up of the original entrance made possible a fine class 
room in the basement and a considerable number of added 
seats in the auditorium. 

On the day of reopening the sermons were by Pre- 
siding Elder William H. Annable and Dr. Charles J. Little, 
then a professor in Syracuse University, but now for many 
years president of Garrett Biblical Institute at Evanston, 
Ill. There were many accessions during Brother Shove’s 
pastorate. A Young People’s Christian Alliance was 
formed, which did excellent work. During his fourth year 
Brother Shove was seized with an illness from which he 
never so recovered as to be able to resume work, and on 
June 16, 1890, he asked to be released from the pastorate. 
Sixteen years after this he tarried and then went to claim 
his place in the many mansions. 

To fill the vacancy thus made Presiding Elder Annable 
was able to secure William H. Latimer, who at the previous 
session of the conference had been left without appointment 
to attend school. He was returned to the charge for 1890. 
The Epworth League was organized July 21, 1890, and its 
charter bears date October 4, 1890, its number being 3681. 
Its first officers were: President, W. Ball; first vice-presi- 
dent, Kittie Williams; second vice-president, Mrs, J. A. 
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Parker; third vice-president, L, K. Peck; fourth vice-presi- 
dent, Emma Bellows; secretary, Grace Britton; treasurer, 
J. A. Parker. Brother Latimer was a popular pastor and 
there were many regrets when he was removed in 1891. 

He was followed by Thomas Stacey, who, like Brother 
Shove, came here to finish his work, but, unlike him, had no 
following days of superannuation. Thomas Stacey’s record 
is one of the most remarkable we have ever known. His 
only small appointment was his first. Pastor at Clyde in 
1843, he maintained thereafter for fifty years a connection 
with an excellent class of charges, the only breaks being one 
year as supernumerary and one year as chaplain of the 
Clifton Springs Water Cure. Possibly Brother Stacey was 
not at his best when he came to the First Ward; yet to him 
belongs the rare honor of recognizing the gifts of George W. 
Maguire and of succeeding by much persuasion in gaining 
his consent to assume the superintendency of the Sunday 
school, a position which he has magnified far beyond the 
ordinary. From his cottage at beautiful Thousand Island 
Park Brother Stacey went to the more beautiful islands of 
the blest, July 15, 1893. It will show the catholic spirit of 
the man if we recall that six of the pall-bearers at the fu- 
neral, men who were his friends, were ministers of other 
denominations and one of these was a Jew. 

The pastorate of H. 8. Southall began in 1893 and up 
to this date is the only pastorate that has covered five years. 
It is so recent that very mary recall its features. The days 
were days of difficulty in the financial world—days which 
very greatly affected the field of this church, Yet work 
was done heroically, truly, faithfully. Ready to respond to 
every call, it has been the privilege of few to become so 
warmly loved for faithful pastoral labors as were Brother 
Southall and his devoted helpmeet. Neither First Ward 
Church nor the Central New York Conference need to be 
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told of the excellence of the pulpit work of Herbert Southall. 

In 1898 Orville D. Allen was assigned to the pastorate 
at First Ward. It is difficult for the writer to confine him-- 
self to his proper theme and not dilate from the standpoint 
of personal friendship concerning this beloved brother. In 
his last previous pastorate he had begun work with himself 
and wife in a rented room; he closed a five years’ stay with 
a church erected at a cost of $10,000, a membership of 126, 
a Sunday school with an average attendance of 130 and an 
Epworth League of 64 members. Owing no doubt largely 
to his temperance zeal every male member of this church 
save perhaps one was an active Prohibitionist. From this 
field of triumph he came to Syracuse. To those who did 
not know him he looked the picture of health; but his 
friends had long known in how critical a condition he was. 
The month had not passed in which he had received his 
assignment to this work ere he heard the word, “It is. 
enough; come up higher.” 

To the vacant place, at the earnest request of the offi- 
cial board, a brother of the deceased pastor, Charles F. 
Allen, was assigned. His pastorate was saddened by an 
unusual number of deaths. Among these was Thomas 
Redhead. For years this brother had been a tower of 
strength. Living within a stone’s throw of the parsonage, 
his home had been where every pastor loved to go. Kind- 
nesses innumerable came to the dwellers at the parsonage 
at the hands of Brother and Sister Redhead. For years he 
was the devoted leader of the Sunday morning class, always 
beginning his meeting promptly at the moment, regardless 
of whether many or few were present or whether, as would. 
surely occur at times, no one was present at the moment 
save himself. For this church a prince and a great man in 
Israel fell when Thomas Redhead went to his long home. 

Several events of much interest marked Brother Allen’s. 
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pastorate. A Brotherhood of St. Paul was organized which 
for a time was very successful. An old debt of $1700, which 
had long been a burden and annoyance to the church, was 
covered by subscription; $1000 of this subscription was paid 
in a short time and doubtless nearly all would have been 
secured had Brother Allen remained longer. A pipe organ 
was purchased and placed in the church. A local church 
paper was published and widely circulated. In the midst 
of this work the pastor decided to leave the Methodist fold, 
and in July, 1900, took the charge of St. Luke’s Congrega- 
tional Church in Elmira. The balance of the year the 
church was very acceptably supplied by Sylvenas D. Lewis, 
a young man who had just graduated from Syracuse Uni- 
versity and who is now a member of the New York East 
Conference, having pastoral charge at Huntington, Long 
Island. 

In the fall of 1900 A. W. Green was assigned to the 
First Ward and continued with the church tor four years. 
Concerning these years we quote from a letter of Brother 
Green: “During my pastorate quite a number were added 
to the church from probation and by certificate, while owing 
to the ‘hard times’ and for other reasons several very valu- 
able members moved away. During the last two years of 
my service the church was repaired, recarpeted, repainted 
and refrescoed. New windows were placed in the parson- 
age and other repairs such as painting, changing hall, re- 
carpeting, etc., at an expense of about $1800, which was 
paid. The Sunday school, then as now, was in a flourishing 
condition, The Baraca and Philathea classes were organ- 
ized. I retain very kind memories of my friends in First 
Ward. I rejoice to know that the church of First Ward is 
still vigorous, although a hundred years old; and it need 
not color its hair or go limping through another century.” 
It will be sufficient for the writer to add that Brother 
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Green’s ministry won for him a host of friends, who very 
sincerely mourned the day of his departure. 

The writer of these pages became pastor in 1904 and has 
continued until the present time. God has been very gra- 
cious to both pastor and people. Some have been con- 
verted and some strengthened in the Christian life. The 
benevolent collections have advanced in harmony with the 
progress of the general church. In the spring of 1905 a 
movement was inaugurated to raise $2500 between that date 
and July, 1907, with which it was proposed to pay the re- 
maining church debt of $700, pay an apportionment to the 
church of $200 for the debts of the Methodist Union of Syr- 
acuse, make some much needed improvements on the par- 
sonage and do a little work at the church. Toward this it 
has been found possible to collect some of the unpaid sub- 
scriptions secured by Brother Allen. At this writing the 
apportionment to the Methodist Union and the old debt 
have been paid; the contemplated repairs have been made 
and in large part paid for; and it is hoped by the end of the 
designated period all will have been paid in full. The prop- 
osition for a centennial observance was born in the fertile 
brain of J. E. Jones, and was endorsed by the first quarterly 
conference of the year 1906-1907; J. E. Jones, G. G. Annable 
and the pastor were made a committee of arrangements. 
This book, which is a part of their work, will speak for 
itself; and on a later page is given the proposed programme 
of centennial observance. 

Certain organizations and institutions of the church 
that have either received no mention or insufficient mention 
in the foregoing sketch will here be briefly noticed. 

The first known reference to the Sunday school is in 
the Conference Minutes of 1844, when Salina is credited 
with 65 Sunday school scholars. At how much earlier date 
the Sunday school work began has not been discovered. 
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Occasional references to items in the reports of the super- 
intendents are found in the records of the quarterly confer- 
ences. September 26, 1857, 60 scholars were reported. De- 
cember 5 of the same year 50 scholars were reported and 
four thousand verses had been learned. September 30, 
1858, the pastor, O. C. Cole, reported that the public serv- 
ices were so arranged that he could not pay that attention to 
the school which he desired. At the same conference the 
superintendent, William Barnes, stated that the school was 
not properly supported by the church; there was a great 
lack of teachers and some who did teach were incapacitated 
for the work. A resolution was offered to hold preaching 
services morning and evening and Sunday school at 2 p. m. 
This prevailed; but how this measure succeeded is not 
known. During the pastorate of H. M. Church the primary 
department was organized under the charge of Mrs. Church, 
with Miss Lawrence, now Mrs. Alonzo McChesney, as as- 
sistant. Almost from the very beginning the real work 
devolved on Miss Lawrence and later she had for a long 
time most efficient charge of this department. April 11, 
1866, the name of D. Chidester, a former pastor of the 
church, but at that time a practicing physician, appears as 
superintendent. In 1870 the report showed 19 teachers, 
130 scholars and an average attendance of 115. The Min- 
utes are not regular in the publication of Sunday school 
statistics; but in 1893, about the time that George W. Ma- 
guire assumed the superintendency, the average attendance 
reported was 125. Brother Maguire is now well advanced 
in the second decade of constant and exceedingly efficient 
service in charge of the school. The Minutes of 1906 re- 
port an average attendance of 218. The school is thor- 
oughly graded and in many respects is a model. The or- 
ganized Baraca, Philathea and Chevalier classes are largely 
attended and full of interest. When the new Sunday school 
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building, which has been long dreamed of and for which 
one class has begun to contribute, shall have become a real- 
ity, there is every reason to believe that the school will 
enter upon an era of much greater efficiency. Laboring as 
it does to-day under a great handicap because of lack of 
proper accommodations, the school has yet won marked 
recognition because of its many and great excellencies. 

There are some other things of which a true report 
cannot be given in as glowing terms as those which are 
applied to the Sunday school. 

There have been times when as many as five class meet- 
ings were held each week; and it is reasonable to believe 
that they were full of spiritual interest. The First Ward 
Church is in unhappy accord with general Methodism con- 
cerning the decay of this blessed means of grace. Two class 
meetings are still held, but neither of them is largely at- 
tended. It is small consolation to say that this number is 
one more than is held in many churches and two more than 
in some that could be named. 

The writer has always felt that it was an unjust charge 
—though oft repeated—to say that the Epworth League 
killed the class meeting. But if that unhappy crime can not 
be laid to its charge, it is yet true that the League in many 
places has not been ail that its sponsors claimed for it. 
Such has been the case in the First Ward Church, sorry as 
one may be to admit the fact. For the first few years its 
career seems to have been at least fairly successful; prob- 
ably stronger commendation than this is deserved. More 
recently it has often lagged. We yet are not willing to 
write its epitaph, but are strong in the hope that there still 
lies before it a career of exalted usefulness. The League 
has fallen into line with the other Leagues of Syracuse Dis- 
trict in the support of Grow S. Brown in the China mission 
of our church, 
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Three very efficient organizations have been maintained 
for a term of years by the ladies of the church. 


The writer has not been able to learn just when the 
Ladies’ Aid Society came into existence; but one of the 
present officers has held official position of some character 
for more than thirty years. There is no reason to suppose 
it had not been in existence for many earlier years. As to 
its specific work the records have not been found except 
for very recent years. It doubtless accomplished a great 
amount of the excellent work usually performed by such 
organizations. During the pastorate of the writer and his 
immediate predecessor, under the efficient presidency of 
Mrs. C. A. Richards, a large amount of work has been 
wrought. They placed a new carpet in the church, a clock 
on the church wall, put new windows in the parsonage, 
promised $500 and paid $627 on the $2500 subscription 
begun in 1905; and many other improvements on church 
and parsonage are due to their efforts. On the subscription 
taken by Rev. C. F. Allen for paying the church mortgage 
they subscribed and paid $300. The banner year of the so- 
ciety thus far seems to have been 1902-1903, when the 
receipts of the society were $573.34; but each of the recent 
years has witnessed the raising and expenditure of a large 
amount of money. 

Mention has already been made of the organization 
of the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society. The organi- 
zation has prospered and grown until of late it has averaged 
nearly 100 members. Its reported offering in the Minutes 
of 1906 was $153. In the line of special work it has for 
some years past supported an orphan in India, which in 
honor of the deceased daughter of a former pastor has been 
called Flora Mason. The organization has also enlisted the 
Sunday school to provide for a second orphan under the 
care of the W. F. M.S. in India. This child is named Agnes 
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Cooney, in memory of a First Ward girl who gave her life 
to missions and died while laboring under the auspices of 
the Christian and Missionary Alliance in China. Together 
with the Home Society this society has for several years 
had charge of a children’s missionary organization known 
as the King’s Jewels. 

The Woman’s:Home Missionary Society was organ- 
ized September 20, 1887, with Mrs. B. Shove as its first 
president. The first members were the following persons: 
Mrs. Barnes, Mrs. Gulick, Mrs. McChesney, Mrs. Mitchell, 
Mrs. Morehouse, Mrs. Charles Norton, Mrs. E. O, Johnson, 
Mrs. Parker, Mrs. B. C. Ross, Mrs. Bert Ross and Mrs. 
Myron Williams. At the end of the first year the twelve 
members had increased to twenty-three. The treasurer’s 
report at the end of that year showed that $26.61 had been 
raised. This society has also advanced until its member- 
ship is about the 100 mark. The report in the Minutes of 
1906 showed $113 raised; but all through its history the 
society has done much work that is not auxiliary to the 
general organization of the W. H. M. S. and hence has not 
been reported in the Minutes. It has striven to be in the 
best sense a Home Missionary Society. It has had a gen- 
erous care for the poor. It has had a hand-shaking com- 
mittee to be on the constant outlook for strangers in the 
church. It has succeeded in winning to its ranks many of 
the young women and girls and has interested many who 
are not members of the church, 

Nor may this sketch come to a close without some men- 
tion of the fact that at one time there existed for several 
years in the First Ward another Methodist church, although 
it did not belong to our branch of Methodism. It stood on 
Fourth North street and was in charge at first of the Re- 
formed Methodists. Later it passed into the hands of the 
Wesleyans. So far as can be gathered, there was for a time 
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excellent Christian work done at this church. Unfortunate- 
ly, the people of the church did not have a clear title to the 
property and it was taken from them in the winter of 1884- 
1885; and the following Fourth of July the building burned. 
With this sad culmination the society seems to have dis- 
banded. 

Conditions of life in the north end of Syracuse have 
greatly changed within recent years. The salt business, 
which for a long time was the life of the whole community, 
has practically disappeared. The salt boilers here could 
not compete with those who found stronger brine else- 
where; and nothing is left to-day of this once vast industry 
except the solar salt business. This change rendered use- 
less a great amount of what had once been exceedingly 
valuable property. All this greatly affected the churches. 
Strong men who had been liberal supporters were either 
unable to continue their contributions or moved to other 
places. But with the passing years the depression has in 
some measure passed away; business has been reorganized 
on a new basis and people are again moving on to pros- 
perity. Probably there are fewer men of means in the 
church to-day than at some earlier dates. Under the 
changed conditions the First Ward Methodist Church of 
Syracuse is now in an emphatic sense a workingmen’s 
church and is a splendid demonstration of the possible suc- 
cess of such an organization. 

There is before the church a great opportunity, With- 
in its natural radius is a great mass of people, with only two 
Protestant churches to minister to their needs. It is true 
there are many Roman Catholics; but a very large number 
are not connected with this fold. The number of those who 
belong to or regularly attend the downtown churches is so 
small that for all practical purposes it can be eliminated 
from consideration. If the people of the north end of Syr- 
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acuse are reached and aided by the religion of Jesus Christ 
as represented by Protestantism, it must be the First Ward 
Presbyterian and the First Ward Methodist churches which 
shall do the work. It is not questioned but that the Pres- 
byterians will endeavor to do their share. Shall Method- 
ism do its part and make the second century of its history 
more resplendent than the first? For this we fondly hope 
and fervently pray. 
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INSURE YOUR CHURCHES IN THE 


NATIONAL MUTUAL 
CHURCHINSURANCE 
CO. OF CHICAGO--- 














HENRY P. MAGILL 
Sec’y and Mer. 
184 LaSalle Street, Chicago, IIL. 








BRYANT’S 
Furniture, Carpets 
& Everything for the Home 


Cash Prices. Easy Terms 
325 SOUTH SALINA STREET 





Buy your Tea 
and Coffee of 


GETTMAN The Tea King 


Teas 35c Ilb.; 3. lbs for $1.00 
Biended Coffee 25c.; 5 Ibs. $1.00 


132 NORTH SALINA STREET 


Cc. R. 


CARPENTER 
AND JOINER 


1025 DANFORTH STREET 


A. J. SMITH 


Dealer in 


Confectionery, Bake Goods | 


All Kinds of Canned Goods 

Butter & Milk, Tobacco, &c. 

Boot and Shoe Repair Shop 
508 WOLF STREET. 


WM. J. BLAICH 


Watchmaker 
and Jeweler 


600 North Salina St., Corner Ash 


Choice Teas 


Grand Union Tea Co. 
337 South Salina St. 
A. N. BRUNDAGE, Manager 


Pure Extracts, Spices and Baking Powder 


Fresh Coffees | 





| Syracuse is a ONE News- 


paper city. That ONE 
Paper is 


THE HERALD 
V. Frey & Son 


Photographers 


| 603 NORTH SALINA STREET 


NORTON: 


C. D. ROSS 


PAINTER 


204 SIXTH NORTH STREET 


The G. Clay Cox Co. 
H. W. GREENLEAF, Mer. 


PIANOS 


Wholesale and Retail 


315 SOUTH WARREN STREET 


THE HOPKINS CO. 


MAKERS OF 


MEN’S ATTIRE 


To Order and Ready to Wear 
206 SOUTH SALINA STREET 


BROWN & KEEFFE 





BOOTS, SHOES 
AND RUBBERS 


110 WEST GENESEE STREET 





MURPH Y-DEGAN- 
WELDON COMPANY 
Furniture, Carpets, 


Rugs, Draperies, 
Pianos, Etc. 


313 SOUTH SALINA STREET 


Dr. M. E. GAY 


61 Wieting Block 


Phone 302 


BURNS BROS. 
Coach, Livery & Baggage 


Moving Vans & Trucking 
549-555 S. Clinton St. 


New Phone 650 
JOHN YOUNG 
Sanitary Works 


Vaults and Cesspools Cleaned 
2706 LODI STREET 


SYRACUSE 
Sas 
LAUNDRY 
SS 


303 & 311 North State St. 


GEORGE KIEFFER 


Dealer in _ 


Coal and Wood 


Both Phones 1137 








FISHER & SON 


BAKERY 


1614 North Salina St. 


F. A. TUERK 


| Eyesight Specialist 


Examinations Free 
Glasses Guaranteed 


357 SOUTH SALINA STREET 


S. Rosenbloom & Sons 
Dry Goods 


McGUIRE 
“INSURANCE 
ALL KINDS 


Cor. East Genesee and Railroad St. 


L. VINNEY CO. 
CLOTHING 


FOR MEN, BOYS & CHILDREN 


T. W. DALTON 


Quality Drug Store 


226 South Salina St. 


Both Phones 822 

















Pure and 


French’s Talcum Powder ‘ries 











SMITH, KLINE & FRENCH CO. 
For sale by WESTON & COOK 














DR. AVERBECK FISHER 


announces removal of . . 





Taft’s Dental Rooms 





to 136 South Salina Street 


Corner Railroad. 


Reliable Methods 

Painless Dentistry 

Expert Extracting German Spoken 
Reasonable Prices All Work Guaranteed 


— al 


















The MOTHER’S MAGAZINE Az llustrated Monthly 
Intended as a Practical Help to Her in Each Depariment of Home Life. 
THE ONLY MAGAZINE OF THE KIND, 


The ‘‘Mother’s Magazine” is anew publication which is issued in answer to a 
Jong-unheeded cry for help from mothers. The mother’s problems are many, 
her unanswered questions innumerable, and she is practically without help. 

A Dollar Magazine for Flfty Cents—The ‘‘Mother’s Magazine’ is beantifully 
printed and illustrated, and each issue has a new and handsome pictorial cover 
and is in every way equal to magazines which are sold for $1.00 and $1.50, yet 
the price is only Fifty Cents a Year. 





TWO LEADING TEACHER’S MONTHLIES 


The superiority of these two popular publications is conceded by earnest and 
progressive Sunday School Teachers every where. 


The Boys’ Teacher, New Century Teacher. 
Thelesson departments of the ‘Boys’ For teachers of Bible classes, Inter- 
Teacher” are planned expressly for mediate and Juniors. 
teachers of boys. Arranged to Save Time in Study— 


The explanatory, practical and illus- 
trative treated together. 

Price, single subription, 60 cents 
per year. Clubs of three ot more, 
mailed to one person, 40 cents each per 
year, 10 cents each per quarter. 


Price, single subscription, 60 cents 
per year, or 15 cents per quarter. In 
clubs of three or more, sent to one per- 
son, 49 cents each per year, or 10 cents 
each per quarter 








Besides these our line of Papers and Quarterlies is the Most 











Address DAVID C. COOK PUBLISHING CO., Elgin, Illinois 








Syracuse University 


Syracuse, N. Y. 








OFFERS besides the regular College Courses, Mechanical, Electrical and 
Civil Engineering, Architecture, Music, Painting, Law, Medicine, 
Sociology and Pedagogy. 


OVER FORTY of the leading universities of this country and England 
are represented on the faculty of the College of Liberal Arts. Tuition 
expenses are so moderate that they are less than the fees insome col- 
leges where free tuition is given. 


Send for catalogue. 


PERSUADE YOUR YOUNG PEOPLE 


to cultivate a taste for good reading by supplying them with 
books that are attractive and interesting and will inspire them 
with a desire to improve their minds by becoming familiar 
with good literature. 

We can furnish a large number of very readable books at 
low cost and will be pleased to have your patronage. Corres- 
pondence invited. 











EATON & MAINS. Publishers, 
150 Fifth Avenue, NEW YORK. 











E.W.EDWARDS &SON' John S. Dear’s 


Dry Goods 
Carpets 
Furniture 


Etc., Etc. 


S. Salina St. | 





Oculists’ Formulas for 


Lenses a Specialty. 


Howlett’s 





Rubber Store 


212 S. Clinton St. | 


H. J. HOWE 


Jeweler 
Watch Importer 


Diamonds 








NEW DRUG _ STORE 
1642 N. SALINA_ ST. 


Freeman Block. 
Complete Stock. 


Drugs and Chemicals of the 
Highest Quality and known 
Purity dispensed ‘ 


Prompt Service 


F. P. COLLINS’ 
a | 
PAINT CO. 
SS 


| 225 WEST FAYETTE ST. 


Established 1855. 
Rochester, N. Y Syracuse, N. Y 


127 Cutler Bldg. 423 S. Salina St. 
E. M. Allewelt & Bro. 
Decorators 
Woodworkers 


Fine Interior Cabinet Work. Special 
Furniture, Mantels and Interior 
Woodwork of Every Description 


Factory at Fayetteville, N. Y- 


FAYETTE PARK STORES 


Andrews, 
Loomis & 
Andrews. 


201 South Salina Street | Groceries, Meats, Vegetables 


White Memorial Building. 





Confectionery, Bakestuffs 








JAMESVILLE 
RESERVOIR 
ICECOMPANY 


Harvesters and 
Dealers in 








Jamesville Pure Ice 
Scranton Coal 
* Hard*& Soft {Wood 





PRES [Office: iy 
Turtle & Basin? Sts. 
Phones: 

Old 1376-U; New 1379 








Always Sure to Get Your 
MONEY’S WORTH at 


H. E. HESSLER CO. STORE 


The only general Hardware and Stove 
Store on the ‘‘North Side.” Largest by far 
of any Hardware Stock in Syracuse. OLD 
RELIABLE STORE, 35 years at present 
stand. Your trade is appreciated . . .. 


H. E. HESSLER CO. 512 to 516 N. Salina St. 




















Mary Elizabeth's 
.. CANDIES |. 


KITCHEN AT 
SYRACUSE, N. Y. 





























NORTH SIDE| | 
BUSY CORNER 


600 COURT STREET 


DEALER IN 


| Groceries and Meats 


Fruits and Vegetables in Season. 





Choice Western Beek mace 





You have only to name the kind 
of Eatables you want and we 
will furnish them. 


J. 6. JONES, Prop, 


H. C. YORDON, Mer. 











W. D. BORST — 


Contractor & Builder 


1406 First North Street 


Old Phone 5397-1 











F. J. WEST 





J. S. HALL 





= + 


JOSEPHINE M. LAWTON 








MISS AVIS S. HUNTLEY, Kirkville, N. Y. 





c. J. STRAUB, Plumbing, 723 N. Salina St. Both Phones 





BLUMER & ZACHAU CO., Furs, 413 S. Salina St. 








ANDREWS BROS., Purveyors to the People 





CHAS. SCHUG & SONS, Coaland Wood, Sunset Ave. & Danforth 


St. Both Phones 





NEW YORK OPTICAL CO., 115 E. Jefferson St. 





Get SOLDAN & HORNER’S Corn Cure. Guaranteed 


BOYSEN BROS., Plumbing, 431 N. Salina St. 








ELMER E. CLARK, 401 S. A. & K. Building 





MISS GEORGIE HUNTLEY, Kirkville, N. Y. 





MISS EFFA J. LAWTON, Pharmacist 











THE DEHLER PRESS 


Y aes Book is a sample 
of the class of work 
we do in our shop . . Our 
prices are reasonable... 
Phone us. 


> 


UP-TO-DATE 
INIINIXd 


122 JAMES STREET 








Half Tones 
Zinc Etchings 
Electros 
Special Drawings 
Visiting Cards 
Wedding Stationery 
Steel Dies 
Business Stationery 
Eta, Ete: 


EVERYTHING IN ENGRAVING 








307 E. Genesee St 
SYRACUSE, N. Y, 


Clark Engraving Shop 





